PROCEEDINGS or VIRGINI!A.

At 1 meeting of the frecholiers of Hanover county, at the courthuufe,
cn Weﬂniily the soth of July, 1774, the following ADDRESS
was agreed toe

T> JOHN SYME exd PATRICK HENRY, junier, ¢fguires.

GaTrEINEY,

OU hwve our thanks for your patriotic, faithful, snd fpirfted con-
dul, in the part you aczed in the late afiomtly, as our burgeilas,
and as we xre greatly alarmed at the proceedings of thc Britith parliament,
refpefding the town of Bofon, and the province of Maffachufetts Bay,
2al a; we underand a meeting of delegates from all the counties in this
calany 4 appointed to be in Williamiburg on the firt day of next month,
to deliberpte 0n our public afairs, we do hereby appoint you, genticmen,
our delegates, and we do requelt you then and there to mcet, confult,
and adwide, touching fuch matters as are moft Likely to efte@ our deliver-

ange from the evibs with which our country is threatened,

The importarce of thofe things which will ofter themfelves for your
deliberation is exceeding creat; and when it is cunfidered that the eftefl
of the meafures you may adspt will reach our latcit potterity, you will
escufe us for giving you our fentiments, and pointing out fome particu-
Jas, proper for that plan of condué we with ;uu to obferve.

Ye are free men; we have a right to be (o, and to enjuy all the pri-
vilag=: #nd itmmaunitics of our fellow fubje@s in England, and while we
setaia 8 jeR fenfe of that freedem, and thofe rights and privileges nz-

* eoffary for its fifeiy and fecurity, we fhabl never give up the right of tax-
stien. Let it fufize to fay, once for all, wé will never be taxed but by
oar ewn reprefentatives; this 13 the great dadge of Yreedom, and Britisth

America hath been hitherts dittinguithed by it; and when we fee the

Briuf padliament tamplirg wpon that right, wnd «ctiry with determined



tefulution to deftray it, we would with tn fee the united wiflom and
Sortitude of America culleted tur ity defence.

The fphere of lite in which we move hath not afforded us lights fufi-
cient to determane with certainty concerming thefe things trom which
the troubles at Bo%on origin:ted, Whether the people ugcrt were wai-
tanted by juftice whea thcy deitsoyed the tea we know mot’; but this we
know, that the puliament, by their proceadings, have made us tad Jil
Naorth Armerica parties in ehe gretent difpute, and Mlﬁil:tcrc:lcd tn
the event of it} infoniuch, that if our Bftee coluuy of Muldhutries
Byy is enflavedy we cannot lung remain fress

Our mindy are filled with anaiety when we view ke fendly regards
of our parent ftate turned intw enmity, and thofe pawsers ot governman:,
formerly cxeeted for our aid and prutecinn, furmed Intidangeraus ettori,
for our deftrutivn. We tead our intended doom in the Bodun pore bl
in thai for altering'the mode of trial in criminal cafer, and anally in rthe
bill for altering the form of government 1n the Muailachutcir. Bay.
Thete feveral atts are replete with injutlice and opprenion, 4nd Heangly
expreifivé of the future policy of Britain towards ait her colomes; it a
full and uncontrouled cperation is given to this detetable fyttem, i it,
carlier ftages, it will probably be fised upon us toreser.

Let it, therefore, be your great obje@ to obzain a fpedy repeal of thofa
alls, and for this purpofe we reee mmiend the adoptinn of fuch mzature, as
nmay produce the hearty union of all our counzeymca and fier uiloaie:.
UNITED WE STAND, DIVIDED WE FAaLL:
'T'o attain this withed for union, we dedare our seadinef. to dicrithez any
letfer interett arifing from 4 foul, himatc, fituation, or produttivng, nee
culiar torus. v

We judge it conducive to the interefts of America that a ganeral coa-
grels of deputies from all the colonics be hH, in order to form a pln
tor guarding the claims of the colw'it. o their conftitutioual rights,
frum future encroachment, and ‘., +  peedy relief of our fullcring

brethren at Bofton.  For the pee - ¢ hink it proper tv forin 4 ge-
netal affociation againft the pwr 3 « . articles of guods imported
from Great Beitain, except ge, sy falt, faltpetre, p.owier, lead,

utenfils, and implements for & *  #fLun-n cnd manuiscturers, which
cannot be had in America; b papery and the like neceilaries, and
not to purhafe any goudiof m.sh  Lize thai fhall be imported from
Great Bricain after a certain day tha: may be agreed on for tnat purpof
by the faid general meeting of deputies st Williamifburg, except the ar-
ticles atorelaid, or fuch a: thall be aifowed to be iinpusted by the fid
meeting, and that we will encourage ti.e manufaéture; of Amcnca' by
every mzans in our powers A regnd o jultice hinde:s us at thus el
from withholding vur exports ; nothing but the ditelt necefizy fhal! in-
duce us to adupt that procesding, which we fhall trve 15 avoid a3 long
as prifible.

The African trade for flaves we cnrfidzr as mo%t danperous to virtuce ard
the weltae of this coantry ; we therefore moft earncitly with to fze ic
totally difcourageds

A lleady loyalty 19 the kings of England has ever diftinguithed our
country j the prefent [late uf things here, as well as the many initances
of it to be found in our hiftory, leave nv riom to donbt it.  God grant
we may neser [ee the time when that loyalty fhall be found incompatible
with the rights of free men.  Qur moft «rdent delire 1s that we, nd
our lateft pullerity, may continue to live wdcs the genuine, unaltered
conftitution of England, and be fubjells, ir. the true Ipirit of that con-
flitution, to his majerty, and his illuttrinus loufc; and raay the wietches
who affirm that wa defire the coutrary feel the punithmens: duc 0 takihoud
and villainy,

While prudence and moderatioa fhall guide your courcils, we truft,
pentlermen, that firmnefs, refolution, and,ecal, will animaie you in the
ghotious ftruggle. ‘The arm of powery vhhich is now il:e:ched forth
aguinit us, is indeed formidable ; but we co nut “defpaiz.  Uur . nfe is
goed§ and if it is ferved with cunftancy and fidelity, 1t cannot tail of
fuccels. We promife you owr bett fupport, and we will hearfily juin in
fuch meafures as a4 majority of vur countrymen Giati alopi fur Tezwiing
the public liberty, ) E

Refolsed, that the above aldrefs be tranfimitted to the printers to be
publithed in the garettes, WILLIAM POLLARD, Clak.




