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Burgeſſes for the Aſſembly

of 1702 / 3 - 1705 .

The ſpelling of the names in this liſt , as in thoſe that follow , is in each caſe that
of the name as it appears for the firſt time in the Journal of the ſeſſion .

Accomack : Tully Robinſon New Kent : Joſeph Foſter
Richard Drummond James Moſſe

Charles City : Richard Bland Norfolk : James Wilſon
Joſhua Winn Thomas Hodges

Elizabeth City : Anthony Armiſtead Northampton : Benjamin Nottingham

William Armiſtead Jacob Johnſon
Effex : James Baughan Northumberland : Richard Haney

Richard Covington John Harris
Glouceſter : Peter Beverley Prince George :6 Robert Bolling

James Ranſon William Harriſon

Henrico : William Randolph Princeſs Anne : Edward Moſeley
Francis Epps Adam Thorowgood

Iſle of Wight : Arthur Smith Richmond : William Robinſon
Thomas Giles David Gwyn :

James City : Benjamin Harriſon Stafford : Rice Hoe
George Marable Richard Foſſaker

King & Queen : William Leighs Surry : Nathaniel Harriſon
William Bird William Edwards

King William : John Weſt Warwick : Miles Cary

Thomas Weſt Robert Hubbert
Lancaſter : John Turbervile Weſtmoreland : Charles Aſhton

William Ball Henry Aſhton
Middleſex : Gawin Corbin York : Thomas Barbar

Edwin Thacker Thomas Ballard
Nanſemond : Thomas Swans

Henry Jenkins

· Richard Bland and Joſhua Winn were diſcharged at the beginning of the third ſeſſion (p . 50), and were
ſucceeded by Drury Stith and Edward Hill (p.62). Bland and Winn had been elected to repreſent Charles City
County as the county ſtood before Prince George was formed from it . After Prince George was cut off and al
lowed repreſentatives , a new election was held in Charles City .
* Anthony Armiſtead died during the fourth ſeſſion , and was ſucceeded by Nicholas Curle (p. 109) .

3 William Leigh died before the opening of the third ſeſſion (p. 47), and was ſucceeded by John Walker
(pp. 60 , 62) .

4 Edwin Thacker died ſome time before the opening of the third ſeſſion (p. 47), and was ſucceeded by
William Churchill (pp. 60 , 62) .

s Thomas Swan died before the opening of the third ſeſſion (p. 46 ), and was ſucceeded by Daniel Sullivant
( p. 69 ) .
6 Prince George County was firſt repreſented in the third ſeſſion of this Aſſembly (p. 48 ).
David Gwyn died ſome time before the opening of the fourth ſeſſion (p. 87). No ſucceſſor was elected .
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1705 -1706 .

Accomack :

Charles City :

Elizabeth City :

Effex :

John Waſhbourn
John Wiſe
Benjamin Harriſon

Edward Hill
William Armiſtead
Anthony Armiſtead

Francis Goldman

Francis Merriwether
Peter Beverley

James Ranſon
William Randolph

Francis Epes
Anthony Hollyday

Samuel Bridger

Robert Beverley

Glouceſter :

Henrico :

Iſle of Wight :
Nanſemond : Daniel Sullivan

Henry Jenkins
New Kent : Nicholas Merriwether

Nathaniel Weſt
Norfolk : Thomas Hodges

George Maſon
Northampton : William Waters

John Cuſtis , Jr .

Northumberland : Chriſtopher Neale
Peter Hack

Prince George : Robert Bolling

Richard Bland
Princeſs Anne : Edward Moſeley

Adam Thorowgood

Richmond : William Robinſon

William Tayloe

Stafford : George Maſon

Wm . Fitzhugh
Surry : Nathaniel Harriſon

William Edwards
Warwick : Miles Cary

William Cary

Weſtmoreland : George Eskridge
Daniel McCarty

York : Thomas Barbar
Thomas Ballard

Jameſtown :

James City :

King & Queen :

King William :

George Marable
John Gadis
William Bird
James Taylor

Thomas Weſt
John Weſt
William Ball
William Leiſter
Chriſt Robinſon
Harry Beverley

Lancaſter :

Middleſex :
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the ſheriff of York County . Butmany friends he ſtill undoubtedly had in that body ,

in addition to the three members by the name of “Weſt,” Mr. Nathaniel Weft , of New
Kent, andMr. John Weſt and Mr. Thomas Weft, of King William , the firſt of the three
named having been connected in ſomeway with the New Kent petition , and the latter

two probably connected with a petition from King William , 63 almoſt certainly of a
ſimilar nature , alſo ordered to be burnt. That the members of the Council had ex
erciſed themſelves at the polls to have a majority thus compoſed returned , is evident
from another petition from King William County , rejected by the Houſe , praying
that ſuitable care might be taken to prevent councillors from voting at the election
of Burgeſſes and from attempting to influence the people . It is almoſt certain that
the atmoſphere ſurrounding the Houſe in the earlier days of the ſeſſion was not con
ducive to the beſt legiſlative reſults and that accordingly much time was waſted .
Hence when the Houſe , on November 24 , asked the governor that a receſs be allowed ,
the governor was conſtrained to expreſs his ſurpriſe at this being moved when ſo little
of the neceſſary buſineſs of the ſeſſion had been attended to . However , he agreed

that an adjournment be taken on the 30th of November till the 24th of the following
May. The reaſons given by the Houſe in their addreſs to the governor fo

r

asking

for the adjournment were the ſhortneſs of the days , the coldneſs o
f the weather , and

the inconvenience occaſioned b
y

the diſtance their lodgings were from the capitol

and from each other , al
l

o
f

which retarded the work o
n which they were engaged , and

ſo made it the more expenſive to the people . Though this additional reaſon is not
given , it is not at al

l

improbable that the honorable members were laboring under
ſome fear that a

n epidemic o
f ſmallpox might ſpread among them ; for o
n the very

day that the addreſs was delivered to the governor in which the receſs was asked for ,

the Houſe , being informed thatMr . Ballard ,who had lately had the ſmallpox , was ready

to begin his attendance , in haſte gave the following order : " That Mr . Gaddis d
o ac

quaintMr . Ballard that the Houſe will diſpenſe with his attendance at the preſent ,

and his being here will b
e very unacceptable . " os

After the receſs the main work o
f

the ſeſſion was done . Great excitement was
created o

n May the ſeventh by a written meſſage from the governor that he had re
ceived information o

f the devaſtation o
f S
t
. Chriſtophers and the capture o
f

the

Iſle of Nevis by a French force , which he was afraid might alſo make a deſcent on Vir
ginia . After conference with the Council , through a committee , the Houſe came to

the concluſion , properly expreſſed in a
n addreſs to the governor delivered o
n

the oth

o
f May , that the merchant ſhips in the country ſhould proceed as far as poſſible up the

ſeveral rivers in which they lay ; that an embargo ſhould be laid , and no veſſel allowed

to leave the country till the fleet ſhould ſail under convoy ; that ſtrict lookouts ought

to be kept and her majeſty ' s two ſhips of war then in the Cheſapeake to act as convoy

to the merchant fleet ought to cruiſe about the capes a
t

the mouth o
f

the bay for the

purpoſe alſo o
f giving warning ; that , in order to prevent falſe alarms , the maſters

ofmerchant ſhips ſhould be forbidden from firing their guns except as an alarmı ; that
pilots ſhould upon a

n

alarm , in order not to fall into the hands o
f

the enemy , go if

poſſible aboard the Engliſh men - o
f
-war , or up into the country , and that all other

perſons who could d
o
ſo proceed upon a
n

alarm u
p

the rivers ; and that a bill ſhould
be paſſed giving the governor power in caſe of inſurrection o

r

invaſion to call out ſuch
of the militia a

s hemight deem neceſſary to defend the country , who were to be paid
by the public . " An act for ſecurity and defenſe o

f

the country in times o
f danger "

was duly paſſed , which was to be in force till the 30th of June , 1708 . 66 This was prob
ably little more than the “ Ordinance o

f Aſſembly for defenſe o
f

the country in times

o
f

danger " paſſed in April 1705 , put in the form o
f

a
n act and thus given a ſanction

that apparently a mere ordinance did not poſſeſs . The ordinance , which had been

6
3

See p
p
. 14
0
, 141 , 150 , 152 .

4 See p . 166 .

6
5

See p . 169 .

6
6 Hening , III , 362 -367 .
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